. DNA constructs, recombinant protein expression, and purification. Plasmid constructs pTW34
to co-express rat syntaxin-1A with N-terminally His-tagged mouse SNAP-25B and pTW2 to express C-terminal His-tagged mouse VAMP-2 were kindly provided by J.E. Rothman and T. Weber and proteins were purified as described (Weber et al., 1998) . A derivative of pTW34 to co-express thrombin-cleavable rat syntaxin-1A (thrombin site at amino acids 176-180) with N-terminally Histagged mouse SNAP-25B was prepared by N. Daily (Daily et al., 2010) . A pGEX4T1 plasmid to express C-terminally tagged GST-rat syntaxin1A 1-288 was prepared by K. Boswell (Madison, WI) and proteins were purified as described previously (James et al., 2009) . Plasmid construct pET10 to express C-terminally His-tagged VAMP-2 (1-94) was generously provided by E.R. Chapman. (Kapust and Waugh, 1999) . C-terminally myc-His-tagged rat CAPS-1 protein was produced by COS-1 cell expression as described (Grishanin et al., 2002; Grishanin et al., 2004) . C-terminally myc-His-tagged rat CAPS-1 protein lacking residues 952-997 was generated
